
 

Cabinet response to recommendations of the Scrutiny Committee made on 05/10/2021 concerning the Development of 
Land at South Oxford Science Village 

Response provided by Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for Finance and Asset Management, Ed Turner, and Cabinet 
Member for Planning and Housing Delivery, Alex Hollingsworth 
 

Recommendation Agree?  Comment 

1) That, so far as is possible without compromising 

other key strategic objectives for the development, 

the Council affords the greatest possible weight to 

environmental standards and seeks that this 

importance is reflected at all stages of the 

development, including the agreement between 

partners and in the master developer agreement. 

Agree The Council will be one of three partners who will be 
promoting the development of the site and for the 
development to progress it will need to be commercially 
viable; as the report sets out, different partners have 
different objectives, and it will be essential to achieve 
consensus about the degree to which these are pursued, 
which may require that a balance be struck between 
desirable elements and the essential infrastructure 
required for the site such as schools and road 
improvements as well as much needed affordable housing. 
It is also worth pointing out that South Oxfordshire District 
Council, as the planning authority, may also have 
requirements that the scheme and the partners will need to 
meet. But, as set out in the answer to recommendation 2 
below, pursuing the highest possible environmental 
standards while being conscious of these constraints is the 
best way to mitigate against both the risks of changes to 
environmental standards and more importantly, against the 
risks of climate change itself. 

2) That the Council recognises the risk of national or 

local energy efficiency building standards rising 

over the course of the development, determines a 

risk-adjusted baseline for energy efficiency standard 

for buildings on the development, and seeks to 

encourage partners of the business case for 

Agree The detailed analysis of the scheme does currently include 
in the risk assessment the likelihood that nationally or 
locally set environmental standards will change, and that 
the timetable for any such changes is currently uncertain. 
The partners are aware that South Oxfordshire District 
Council has started worked on a new Local Plan, and has 
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adopting a standard beyond current South 

Oxfordshire District Council Local Plan standards. 

made clear its aspirations to set the highest possible 
environmental standards in that Plan. At this early stage of 
course it is not certain what those standards will be and 
when any new Local Plan might be adopted.  Nonetheless 
it is the Council’s view as a partner in the project that the 
best way to mitigate this risk is pursue standards that are 
not just beyond those in the Building Regulations, but more 
importantly beyond the more rigorous standards that are a 
requirement of the current South Oxfordshire Local Plan. 

3) That the Council works with partners to seek to 

optimise social value generation throughout all the 

stages of the project.  

Agree While pursuing additional measures  that impact on costs 
and thus viability is subject to agreement and compromise 
between the partners, the pursuit of social value through 
the development is something that adds value rather than 
cost, and is something therefore that the Council will 
promote to its partners and in particular through the 
appointment of the Master Developer. This is a very 
significant development, with great opportunities for new 
jobs, training and skills for local people, and the City 
Council would like to see this sort of social value reflected 
not just in the outcome of the development, but as part of 
the criteria against which the appointment of the Master 
Developer is measured. 

4) That the Council includes the Cabinet members for 

Planning and Housing Delivery and Finance and 

Asset Management  as consultees to the delegations 

referred to in recommendations 1 – 3 the Cabinet 

report 

Agree Consultation with both Cabinet members will be added to 
the delegation recommendations in the report; this was a 
drafting error in the report, and Scrutiny are thanked for 
spotting it. 
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Cabinet response to recommendations of the Housing and Homelessness Panel made on 02/09/2021 concerning Housing 
Performance Q1 

Provided by the Cabinet Member for Cabinet Member for Affordable Housing, Housing Security, and Housing the 
Homeless, Councillor Diko Blackings 

 

Recommendation Agree?  Comment 

1) That the Council, as Covid restrictions ease, 
increases the breadth and depth of its 
engagement with the Lived Experience Advisory 
Forum and other similar groups in shaping 
Council homelessness services. 

Yes Working with LEAF and others with lived experience to inform 
and help shape homelessness services is vitally important. The 
pandemic has made engagement more difficult, but has 
continued over the past year including: informing the 
specification for the new countywide rough sleeping and single 
homelessness service and Housing First support service, 
contributing to the developing Housing and Homelessness 
Strategy, and working with LEAF and King’s College London to 
put together a team of peer assessors to conduct the qualitative 
evaluation of the Step-down housing service which is part of the 
Out of Hospital project.  

We are committed to continue to build on this engagement, 
including involving LEAF in the next stages of the development 
of the new Housing and Homelessness Strategy, and they will 
be a key component of the new countywide service with 
representation in the governance arrangements, and a partner in 
ensuring the voice of service users are heard in the ongoing 
monitoring and development of the services.  
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